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Dario S. Bucheli presents “Not Without a Cost”, a site-specific painting in 

Lawndale’s Grace R. Cavnar Gallery. In his mural work, Bucheli seeks to 

elicit an embodied experience of symbolic, intuitive, and poetic thought 

that transcends rationalism. Further, the artist shares that his work 

reflects “cultural, political, and economic forces that define the 

contours of [the artist’s] experience living in the United States. The 

paintings bring together elements of pre-colonial Mexican codices, 

with references to contemporary American culture and politics. This 

interpretive process is also characterized by the desire to understand 

the present moment within the larger context of American history.”

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION







Bucheli’s story of the rabbit and the serpent is a story of sacrifice and 

generosity to another country; it references of the Codex Borgia’s story 

of the Moon and the rabbit, Bucheli’s own lived experience as an immigrant 

raised by immigrant parents, and the mountainous landscape of northern 

Mexico and the border region of south Texas. The rabbit and the serpent 

hover over a mountainous landscape, floating like a mythical scene in the 

heavens. Both of their torsos have been pierced by the staff of two flags 

and streams of sacrificial blood pour out from their bodies. The snake is 

shedding its skin, a symbol of transformation and renewal. Each stream of 

blood flows into the central image of the mural, pouring into what is the 

ground from which grows a tall, healthy stalk of corn.  

This central image is akin to a symbol of patrimony, but one that blends 

the icons of many countries and their legendary stories. An eagle—

representative of both the United States and Mexico—hovers above the 

stalk of corn. A ring of stars (a direct reference to the original United 

States flag by Betsy Ross) encircles the eagle and the corn, encircled by 

a concentric ring of flowing water. The sacrifice of the serpent and the 

rabbit are of regeneration and rebirth, a celestial offering that allows 

sustenance to continually grow from the land.  

Bucheli’s story is of not one, but two countries and cultures, which 

blend together to create, sustain, influence, and improve. It is a story of 

generosity for the greater good, for a collective prosperity. Through 

images and icons pulled from ancient to present times, Bucheli tells the 

story of two countries that depend on each other for sustainability.  

Much like the legend of the rabbit on the moon, perhaps it is also a 

gentle reminder to recognize the sacrifices that are both vaillant and

often unseen. 

The Story of the Rabbit 
on the Moon

Leslie Moody Castro 

We do not talk enough about the moon. We do not discuss its surface, 

its textures, its mythologies, its softness. We do not discuss its placid 

and quiet, semi-secondary role in the rotation of planets, its secondary 

effects on ecosystems, on nighttimes and the beauty of darknesses, or 

the importance of refractions and reflections of mild lights.  

According to legend, Quetzalcoatl—plumed serpent, creator of 

mankind, and deity devoted to the wind—chose to spend some time on earth 

with the beings that he created. One day, he departed on a journey, and, 

after walking for some time, he became hungry and tired and could see 

neither food nor water anywhere nearby; then, a small rabbit crossed 

his path. Realizing his famished and dehydrated state, the rabbit offered 

herself as food and nourishment to save the life of Quetzalcoatl. Moved 

by her self-sacrifice, the deity raised the rabbit to the moon, which was 

imprinted with the profile of her form, promising that her sacrifice would be 

remembered eternally.  

In the hands of artist Dario Bucheli—including his mural at Lawndale Art 

Center—the story of the rabbit on the moon plays a central role. On 

one side of the mural, the rabbit sits on the moon against a dark purple 

backdrop dotted by stars and opposite a serpent shedding its skin.







Acknowledgements

The Lawndale Art Center team: Anna Walker, Jeremy 
Johnson, Tamirah Collins, Emily Fens, Lisa Gregory 

and MaeLea Williams.
Thank you For your trust and enthusiasm.

My collaborators: Sol Diaz-Peña, Gonzalo Álvarez 
and David Cobb.

y al amor de mi vida, Caitlin Clay

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Dario S. Bucheli was born in Monclova (Coahuila, Mexico) and is currently 

located in Beaumont, TX. He received his BA from the University of 

Dallas and his MFA from Texas Christian University, both in Studio Art 

with a focus on painting. His most recent series of paintings reflect on 

his experience living in the United States and communicate the distinct 

cultural, political, and economic space he occupies. His work has been 

exhibited throughout Texas and abroad in solo and group exhibitions.

ABOUT THE WRITER
Leslie Moody Castro is an independent curator and writer whose 

practice is based on itinerancy and collaboration. She has produced, 

organized, and collaborated on projects in Mexico and the United States

for nearly two decades. She is committed to creating moments of exchange 

and dialogue within exhibitions, is a co-founder of Unlisted Projects 

Residency, and Co-Lab Projects, and in 2022 served as inaugural curatorial 

fellow and curator in residence at New Mexico State University and Casa 

Otro Residency, respectively. She has been awarded two grants from the

National Endowment of the Arts for her curatorial projects and a 

fellowship from the Department of State for her research on borders. 

Moody Castro has participated in numerous residencies including the 

Narva Artist Residency, Estonia, The Galveston Artist Residency, Casa 

Lü Residency, Tepoztlán, MARSO CDMX, and Fountainhead, Miami. She has 

curated biennials including the Amarillo Museum of Art Biennial in 2021, The 

Texas Biennial in 2018, and co-curator of the Aurora Biennial in 2024.  Moody 

Castro was guest editor of Glasstire Magazine from 2021—2024, is the 

founder of AtravesArte and believes Mariachi makes everything better. 



Mission
Lawndale is a multidisciplinary contemporary art center that engages Houston 

communities with exhibitions and programs that explore the aesthetic, critical, and 

social issues of our time.

About
Lawndale believes in the role of art and artists to inspire and inform the world around 

us. By serving as an intimate gathering place to experience art and ideas, Lawndale 

seeks to foster connections between communities in Houston and beyond. Lawndale 

presents a diverse range of artistic practices and perspectives through exhibitions 

and programs, including lectures, symposia, film screenings, readings, and musical 

performances.

Through exhibition opportunities, the Artist Studio Program, institutional 

collaborations, and the engagement of an advisory board comprised of artists, 

curators, and scholars, Lawndale seeks within its mission to support all artistic 

and cultural communities of Houston.
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